Students’ self-assessing on their knowledge advancement process

Group Three Reflection [

2011, Jun 04]
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This group selected and evaluated three physical threads that contained 30 notes.

Notes

Student comments on the notes

Aesthetic value by A [2011, May 22] My theory) Does collective
memory involve aesthetic value? Annotation Teacher [Well !
Interesting ! :)]

Note 1 : 1 All questions and responses originated from this

note. The question was about what the relationship
between aesthetic value and collective memory was.

by J [2011, May 20] | guess so

Thread 1 : Note 2 : 2 This note was in the stage of early
development, which meant a mediocre response. There
was no rationale, explanation, and data collection. The
note was in a stage of chitchat

My feeling by J [2011, May 24]annotation Teacher[Which scaffold do
you use?] hmm everyone has different views. Collective memory often
contains good feeling.

Note 3 : 3 When the student made this response to the
prior note, s/he added some of his/her perspective and
mentioned personal feeling. By comparison with the prior
note, this note was a good start.

Apart from aesthetic value by C [2011, May 22] (I need to understand>
Apart from our good feeling, are there any other things? | want to know it,
thanks.

Note 4:4 This student used a question to ask the precedent

note whether there was something more than good feeling,
in order to stretch out the inquiry.

| think collective memory does not only contain good feeling by B [2011,
May 23] CMy theory D I think there is something more, for example,
through collective memory, we can reflect on what we have learnt from
the process and what we have apprehended.

Note 5 : 5 This student pointed out that collective memory
not only contained good feeling but also reflection.

Go on by B [2011, May 23] My theory2 then reciprocally exchange.
The process of exchange can also count as collective memory.

Note 6 : 6 This student used one more note to supplement

her ideas. Learning from exchanges [ideas] was also
collective memory.

Exchanges by | [2011, May 31] of course exchanges count! CA better
theory?) Communicate with group members and exchange ideas.
Summarize and reflect on past investigations. In-depth analysis can be
done in the process of [ideas] exchanges. This is meaningful exchanges. «
My theoryD exchanges are flat and they cannot highlight characteristics

Note 7 : 7 She expressed she agreed without the prior idea,
but she also mentioned her reasons.

Agree by G [2011, May 24] | agree because we can learn new information
from collective memory. Those are the things that we cannot learn
otherwise.

Note 8 : 8 This response tightly related to the prior idea,
and proposed a point about learning from new information

What we can learn by C [2011, Jun 01] CMy question2 What do you
think what we cannot learn from daily life but can learn from collective
memory?

Note 9 : 9 The student asked what we cannot learn from
daily life but can learn from collective memory
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Aesthetic value, personal perspective by C [2011, May 22] CMy theoryJ
I don’t know whether my idea is correct or not. This is my personal
opinion: "Aesthetic value refers to your feeling and experience of
aesthetic. From the feeling of like or dislike obtains the value of your
perception. " from Aesthetic Value

Thread 2 : Note 10 : 10 This note quoted another student’s

note content. The content was about arguing collective
memory might not involve aesthetic value, and collective
memory did not equal to wonderful memory. However,
this did not refer to any concrete and real example.

Though collective memory do not completely equal to wonderful memory
by C [2011, Jun 06] CMy theory2 of course, collective memory do not
completely equal to wonderful memory, but it leads a group to reflect and
it gives people impressive memories. Like some people say, memories can
be triggered by something or can be kept within one’s heart. Collective
memory is created by resonance from a lot of people. Not that collective
memory is not wonderful memory, but it is not entirely wonderful
memories. Authoritative source http://www.xici.net/d145511607.htm
Memories is perfect. Everyone reaches a certain age must have their own
memories... ... annotation Teacher [Any support information?]

Note 11:11 This student argued the statement of collective
memory did not entirely equal to wonderful memory. And
the student improved the ideas from the quotation in the
prior note, pointing out that though collective memory
was not perfectly good memory. Collective memory often
caused resonance and deepened thinking. In addition,
there was a scaffold term indicating new reference
information.

The charm of collective memories by C [2011, May 26] COpinion2
Wonderful memory is another manifestation of aesthetic thing. €
Authoritative sourcel Pierre Nora research of the local and space (lieux
de memoire - the memory of the place) have a great contribution on the
role of collective memories. He said: "a memory place "is very important,
whether it is material or immaterial, because the will of the people or the
times baptism (English translation of the work of time) become a heritage
of collective elements (referred to here is the French society). " Therefore,
the collective memory also indirectly on behalf of the people's will and
expectations.

Note 12 : 12 This note supplemented the prior idea, adding
the charm of collective memory. It also referred to a
French historian’s work, pointing out that collective
memory became a place for memories. Collective memory
had a great contribution because it indirectly represented
people’s will and expectations.

A question by K [2011, May 20] CMy theory2 what is collective
memory?

Thread 3 : Note 13 : 13 A student asked what collective

memory was about, expressing what one doesn’t
understand.

My understanding of collective memory by C [2011, Jun 13] CNew
information 2 Collective memory refers to an entrenched image in our
mind after we go through an event. (Evidencel the Jewish memorial hall
in Berlin, war resistance monuments in China, and Vietnam war veterans
monuments in Washington, and other national monumental architecture
represent collective memory... ... ... CExamplel using my personal
experience as an example, before | came here for study, | had been quite
introvert. Except a few good friends of mine, I did not talk to others
much... ... ... This is collective memory. We love the time when we were
young, while we feel the frustration toward the reality. There is also a
feeling of powerless in front of time passing by.

Note 14 : 14 The student used a number of scaffolds. To

reply the question, the student tried to persuade others by
using information from the Internet and personal
experiences to demonstrate her ideas. She also mentioned
that memories were kind of subtle and they could not be
expressed by few words.

Learning by reflection by I [2011, May 22] CNew information’
Collective memory is that after wevexperienced something, we
reciprocally reflect on the learning and increase our knowledge

Note 15 : 15 After reading the prior note, the student
referred to another student’s note, in order to point out that
collective memory required reflection on experiences to
construct new knowledge

What is the new learning after reflection by C [2011, May 22] €I need to
understand 2 Can we reflect reciprocally? If yes, what kind of knowledge
we can learn after the reflection? Could you explain it in detail?

Note 16 : 16 The student asked whether we could

reciprocally reflect. If we can, what kind of knowledge we
could learn.

Learning from reflection by G [2011, May 24] (My theory2 during the
reflection, we ask what we do not understand, and then discuss with
others. We can also express and share our ideas with group mates. We tell
others our perspectives and we absorb others’ perspectives 0 annotation
Teacher [Well done! :) It would be better for you to elaborating more
your ideas with other scaffolds]

Note 17 : 17 The student said that discussion and idea

exchanges could let us collect, sift, and absorb different
perspectives.

Response by K [2011, May 24] What we can learn from reflection? What
we don’t understand? What do you think? annotation Teacher [What
scaffold terms should you use?]

Note 18 : 18 The student said self reflection can help

oneself to understand whether s/he gets to know
something

| agree by B [2011, May 24] CMy theory2 | agree, in the process of
reflection, we learn from each other and supplement each other. We can
also develop some new ideas and perspectives.

Note 19 : 19 The student supplemented others’ ideas. S/he
mentioned reflection can complementary others’
strengths. It can also propose and develop new ideas.

Learning from reflection by G [2011, May 24] yes, because during the
reflection, we can ask what we do not understand and learn new
knowledge from others” answers. We can construct our own perspective.

Note 20 : 20 It also mentioned people could construct their
perspective from reflection.
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annotation Teacher [which scaffold do you use ? ]

Shared reflection by H [2011, May 24] CMy reasons_' | think we can. It is
because during the discussion, we keep learning from each other and
reflecting. We learn from others’ perspectives. E.g. we have different ideas
toward arts and community. ~ annotation Teacher [Well done!]

Note 21 : 21 The student said that we would not stop

thinking and learning. We absorbed knowledge. She also
had an example to illustrate her reason.

What does it mean by sustained reflection and learning by C [2011, May
26] (I need to understand 2 | would like to ask, during the discussion,
what did you mean by keep learning from each other and reflecting? How
do you synthesize people’s ideas to construct your unique conception?

Note 22 : 22 The student asked what it meant by non-stop

thinking and learning. And how did we synthesize others
and our own ideas to construct our unique conception

We cannot forget about our memories by B [2011, May 26] My theory)
There is a place in our hearts for memories. We cannot forget about them.
They just like a video showing episodes in front of us. Those episodes
remind us happiness, sadness, angry, and joyfulness... ... CMy reasons?)
At the beginning, | thought students around me were quite duplicated. |
was sick of being with them... ... ... Gradually, I have realized some
students are genuine. They often speak loudly and say something bad in
front of others; however, when you need help, they always try their best to
help you... ... ... Cwhat I have learnt? 1 will try to understand and
communicate with people around me. | will not judge people by the first
impression. Meanwhile, I will cherish my friends and the memories
belong to us | ~ annotation Teacher [Mai ... well done!]

Note 23 : 23 The note related to the previous issue of

collective memory. This student wrote a descriptive note
to illustrate her ideas that generated from her personal
memory. This real example conveyed the message that we
should cherish people around us.

The meaning of collective memory should be more or less the same for
different groups by C [2011, Jun 06] My theoryl Yes. When I just got
here, | also had the same feeling, especially for girls. "students around me
were quite duplicated” from We cannot forget about our memories €
Example? Actually, in order not to feel lonely, some people hang out
together, though they dislike each other. | cannot tolerate this behavior. €
Reason? ...we should be honest to each other...(Different opinion
Dol | try not to hang out too much with those duplicated people in
order not to be influenced by them. However, | cannot avoid them or their
influence entirely... ... ... There are a lot of situations beyond our control.
But, at least, we can choose how to live and increase our standard of
living. We do not need to get ourselves into troubles. The strategies to
achieve what | have just said include be careful, attention, summary, and
rise-above. These are the things we need to reflect on after collective
memory.

Note 24 : 24 This student also used a number of scaffolds

separating the content of note. She also analyzed the
content from another note and pointed out the issue of
honesty. She also proposed the wisdom of life by
reflecting on these four things: carefulness, attention,
summary, and rise-above

| think... by B [2011, May 26] CMy theory2 Yes~ A lot of things are out
of our control. According to your strategies “be careful, attention,
conclusion, rise above” , they are quite difficult to do. They require
practice, practice, and practice. Not everyone has the determination to
achieve them. I think I should try.

Note 25 : 25 The student replied to the four things and said
she would try to do so.

Life is keep trying, failing, accumulating experience, thus we can improve
ourselves by reflection by C [2011, May 27] My theory) be careful,
attention, summary, and rise-above are my personal principles. | learnt
them from an article when | was in grade 5. Though we may not have
these abilities, but we should try to practice them.

Note 26 : 26 The student said the four things were her

principles and suggested that we should understand and
practice them.

Principles are one of an element influencing people’s attitude toward life
by B [2011, May 28] CMy theory2 Principles are one of an element
influencing people’s attitude toward life. Some people insist on doing
what they think they should do. They do not cave in. Some people keep
changing their principles and their ways to handle things... ... ...

Note 27 : 27 The student proposed principles are one of an

element influencing people’s attitude toward life. She was
worried about not everyone could hold on to their
principles.

Determination leads to different results by C [2011, May 29] CMy theory
D yes, personal principles influence how we deal with situations. €
Reason? | think a person with determination does not give up easily. Only
people who lack of determination will claim they do not have a choice but
give up.

Note 28 : 28 The student said the degree of determination
affects whether a person will choose to give up or not.

Does it relate to community art? by L [2011, May 28] Whether it [what
you were talking about] relates to community art ?

Note 29:29 The student asked whether collective memory
related to community art.

Collective memory is closely related to community art by C [2011, May
28] (Opinion) Of course there is a relationship CReason’ The reasons
are that people, who live in the same community, after experiencing
various changes in their life, will have some memories. Their memories

Note 30 : 30 The student explained the relationship. She

used a number of scaffolds, including examples, reasons,
and opinion, in order to make her message clear.
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are more or less the same. CExample2 While the society keeps
changing, each generation has similar conceptions. Long time ago, candy
was 10 cent per one; now, candy costs at least one dollar per one... ... ...
Many children have Ipad...They do not think and play in playgrounds.

They are only obsessed with technology... ... | know we need to move
on and make improvement. But people in the old day, without cell phones
and PC, were happier than people nowadays... ... ... Cultural heritage in a

community is a unique sort of art. Therefore, collective memory is closely
related to community art. Annotation Teacher [Ha...ha...interesting
points!]

The group assessed their collective knowledge advancement and reflected on the collaborative process

At the outset, a student established a stand, indicating collective memory and community art have relationships. S/he explained his/her
reasons, and s/he illustrated the reasons with examples and elaborative explanations. Students also proposed that collective memory
was not only for the memory of wonderful experience but also for the frustration toward reality. We needed to use art as a mean to
show communities to the public, including people life in the community and cultural heritage. A community involves the intertwined
relationships with the society, economic, political, cultural, and environment.

Three threads stemmed from a note. From the beginning, after the note “does collective memory relate to aesthetic value”, a lot of
students put forward their ideas. For example, some people said that collective memory often contained a strong, wonderful memory
which sparked a lot of responses. First, students tended to use colloguial speech and informal language. Students’ responses were
irrelevant to the main theme, and they were chit-chat. The content of responses was lack of substance. In some of the subsequent
discussion, the focus gradually drifted toward the issue of collective memory. Students investigated this issue, elaborative their
perspectives in detail, and illustrated their reasons with information or other notes’ content. Because of the strategy of “using questions
to generate more questions”, we had vigorous discussion. After the discussion, we clarified some concepts and relationships among
different concepts, and the magnitudes of such relationships. Thinking questions on the conceptual level became a kind of higher-order
thinking. In other words, during the vigorous discussion, without anyone’s awareness, students analyzed the simple discussion and
deepened the investigation of this line of inquiry. Annotation Teacher [Good elaboration! But it would be better for you to illustrate
your arguement with classmates' notes as examples, right? ]

Second, based on the knowledge from reading materials and clarification of causal relationships among phenomena, the students
conducted a confrontational discussion. The discussion included analyses of other responses, explanations of underlying conceptions,
and comments on the development and original of diverse ideas.

Third, some students extended new ideas or proposed feasible suggestions and plans to which reference information and examples
from notes by other students contributed. These new ideas effectively promoted knowledge consolidation and extension of inquiry. In
addition, students were gradually getting to understand, thus they progressively inquired specific content knowledge. Each group
expressed their views or synthesized other ideas. It also synthesized the explanation from its own or others’ information and examples.
Thus, we proposed higher level questions and applied higher order thinking. Students used their real life experience to illuminate
guestions and situations, which created mutual understanding and resonance. We can see that the threads that we had chosen belonged
to mode 3 — knowledge creation. annotation Teacher [Can you show some examples to support your ideas?]. However, the threads did
not only comprise mode 3 elements but also the elements of knowledge construction and knowledge sharing. They were pretty good
threads.

Finally, not only the strategy of “using questions to generate questions” could deepen the content of inquiry, the teacher and students
should better use knowledge construction maps. The map not only could foster meaningful conversations, but it could also effectively
facilitate collaborative learning. It was a platform productive to discourse and collaboration. It promoted students’ understanding of the
value of collective knowledge construction. More importantly, the role of teacher was a collaborator, facilitator, and mentor. Being a
facilitator, the teacher should not tell us what to do, and neither should we let the teacher to tell us what to do. Making command is
only for robotic execution. Because knowledge building takes place in the interaction between the teacher and students, as the role of
teacher is facilitator, the teacher needs to provide appropriate guidance and create an open and supportive learning atmosphere. This
supportive atmosphere helps students to further deepening the inquiry. Of course, apart from the assistance from teacher, students need
to be self-directed and engage in self reflection. Annotation Teacher [Lovely elaboration!]

In fact, students did not only learn content knowledge. They needed to apply their knowledge to explain problems and situations they
came to encounter. Applying personal experience to illustrate collective memory was more than some good or wonderful memories.
There is something touching our hearts and those kinds of things cannot be expressed by languages. Anyway, apart from collective
memory, there are a lot of other matters that we need to use our heart to sense. After saying and reading, we should also review and
reflect. These are the issues that we need to face and do.
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This group selected and evaluated three physical threads that contained 30 notes.

Notes

Student comments on the notes
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Y [FIER AT ERRG I IR HYELRE - 5 S —(EE S mtier > SEhe

[EMRRT 1 Bl 02 4 e i
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D Iphone » FREDELE] LB BHA B —TEERI MY REESTREIG?. .. "B
BAEAR"L (B A KSR B Ea A SRS M EeE
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fé&. Annotation Teacher [Ha...ha...interesting points!]

The group assessed their collective knowledge advancement and reflected on the collaborative process
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15— B BRI AR IYEETELST SR - Annotation Teacher [Good elaboration! But it would be better for you to illustrate your
arguement with classmates' notes as examples, right?
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elaboration!]
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